
European paediatricians call for COVID vaccination of children and adolescents 
 

Brussels, 23rd August 2021 
 
As children and adolescents around Europe prepare to return to school after the summer 
break, the European Academy of Paediatrics calls for their vaccination against COVID-
19 in order to achieve herd immunity and stop the pandemic. Preliminary studies carried 
out have shown that the vaccination of children and adolescents is highly effective and 
safe. 
 
In a joint statement published today in Frontiers, the European Academy of Paediatrics 
(EAP) and the European Confederation of Primary Care Paediatricians (ECPCP) stress the 
numerous health benefits provided by the vaccination of children and adolescents against 
COVID-19, including the return to regular paediatric care and routine vaccinations against 
other infectious diseases, which were severely disrupted during the pandemic.  
 
Vaccinating children and adolescents will also drive their regular school learning and peer 
interaction, which is vital to reverse the educational, developmental and psychological 
problems caused by the lockdown of over 1.5 billion young people worldwide.  
 
The joint statement also presents recommendations to foster immunity and address 
vaccination in children and adolescents. Among others, EAP recommends that the 
vaccination of children and adolescents against COVID-19 should be promoted and 
encouraged worldwide, and paediatric associations should develop national strategies of 
vaccination into existing vaccination schedules. 
 
Although COVID-19 infection in children is rarely severe, a newly described syndrome 
(pediatric inflammatory multisystem syndrome) has been observed shortly after infection. 
Preliminary evidence also shows that long-standing effects of COVID-19 may be seen up to 
6 months after infection (including fatigue, muscle and joint pain, insomnia, respiratory 
problems, and palpitations). 
 
Read the joint statement of the EAP and the ECPCP here:  
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fped.2021.721257/full?&utm_source=Email_to
_authors_&utm_medium=Email&utm_content=T1_11.5e1_author&utm_campaign=Email
_publication&field=&journalName=Frontiers_in_Pediatrics&id=721257  
 
More information on the EAP “Vaccinate your child” campaign here:  
https://www.eapaediatrics.eu/eap4vaccinations-vaccinate-your-child/  
 

– ENDS – 
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For questions on the campaign: Charlotte Denis, Communications Officer, 
advocacy@eapaediatrics.eu, +32 4 92 49 72 71 
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For questions on medical issues: Prof. Hans Juergen Dornbusch , Chair of the EAP 

Vaccination Strategic Advisory Group, hansjdornbusch@gmail.com  
 

 
Notes to Editors 

About the EAP 
The European Academy of Paediatrics (EAP) is an association promoting the health of 
children and young people across the European continent. It aims to improve standards in 
training, service, and research and to represent the professional interests of paediatricians 
in the EU. Founded in 1961 and established as a pan European entity in 1995, it incorporates 
the section of paediatrics of the European Union of Medical Specialists and is an influential 
advocate of children, youth, and the medical profession in the political arena. 
www.eapaediatrics.eu    
 
About LOW 
A strategic communications consultancy based in Brussels, with a network of associates 
across Europe. We specialise in creating policy-rich events; managing complex 
programmes; PR and all types of marketing communications; and EU-related public affairs. 
www.loweurope.eu 
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